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P a t  K i k u t ,  Telephone Tryptich, 1 9 9 4  
M ixed  m edia
"  'Telephone T ry p tic h ' is an a ltar-like co n s tru c tio n  tha t explores a telephone pole in  
a fig u ra tiv e  an d  literal w ay. Telephone poles are in tere stin g  to m e in m a n y  w ays. 
B eyond  the ir s im ila r ity  to the C hristian  Cross, w ith  its inheren t reference to 
sacrifice an d  resurrection , I  am  in terested  in the fa c t tha t poles, like people, are ever  
presen t. L ike u s, a telephone pole is rooted an d  earth bound  an d  also like u s, its  
energy  flo w s above the g ro u n d , closer to the sky. I  f in d  it curious tha t the telephone  
pole needs a designa ted  a m o u n t o f  space to fu n c tio n , as in a stretch  o f  telephone  
line. A lo n e , they  become d ys fu n c tio n a l. Th is piece is con ta ined  by a m eta l fra m e  
tha t is over-b u ilt an d  is in ten d ed  to m o n u m en ta lize  th is sm a ll tru ism . I  like to  
th in k  o f it in  relation to the ab so lu tis t arch itecture an d  presence o f  V ersa ille ."
A b o u t the cover: "O n  a recent trip  to B u tte  I  fo u n d  an  old S ta rt-O -P a c  ba ttery  
box. It had been abandoned in the m in e  tra d in g s a nd  w as used as a target. I  like to  
th in k  o f  it ju m p in g  w ith  each b u lle t blast. H ope and  revival are suggested  in th is  
piece and  be understood  best i f  the h is to ry  o f  the box is considered. A t  one tim e, it 
w as used to spark dead batteries. W hen it w e n t dead it w as th row n  o u t a nd  later 
used as a target. N o w  it is resused as art. A lo n g  w ith  the p a in ted  im age it pays 
hom age to the unstoppable A m erica n  sense  o f p ro g ress."
Pat K ikut r e c e n t ly  rece ived  his  MFA in p a in t in g  from th e  
U n ivers i ty  of M o n tana .  He spends  sum m ers  w o r k in g  in Alaska and 
plans on t r a v e l in g  before  g e t t i n g  back to th e  studio.
